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My lord! That must have set you 
back a pretty penny, George. 
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She was extremely upset. 
Immediately, he started to cry. 
"What's wrong?" I asked more 

out of courtesy than real concern 
as (you know) she is a junior 
cousin like three-times removed 
but, her aunt was a rather well- 
off spinstress; so, I listened. 
"Sell it alll” she screamed into 
the phone. 

"Sell what?" I asked in my 

mildest tone as I could sense she 
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Breaking news! A mass of depositors 
swarmed First National Bank 
demanding their money, earlier today. 
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was having some kind of attack 
or breakdown (it happens in her 
immediate family...a lot, I dare 
Say). 
"All that damn stock...Get rid of 
it all, today!" 

It had been a long day and I had 
little time to waste on some 
rantings from a cousin who might 
have gone insane. 

Sell her stocks, liquidate her 
holdings just when the true 
insiders were whispering in my 
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But, George it was only $500! You make 
that a day in the market, don't you? 
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ear that it was time to double or 
triple down on my investments as 
the market was going to the 
moon and anyone smart enough to 
get into this red-hot market was 
going to make a killing. 

She must have gone mad and for 
her sake (and my commission), 
I wouldn't be doing anything that 
crazy - not anytime soon, it 
wasn t gonna happen on my 
watch! 
"Joan...Joan...calm down! Let me 
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George, I have something to tell you 
but, first, tell me when you are telling 
your wife you are leaving her? 
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get a word or two in here, will 
you?" 

I went on to explain what I had 
been privy to and that I planned 
on saving her from whatever 
madness had befallen her. 
There was total silence on her 
end of the line and at first, 

I thought that we had been 
disconnected so I clicked the 
receiver hoping that the 
operator would come on the line 
To reconnect us. 
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How much money did 
you give her, son??? 
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"Sir, your party is still connected 
but they don't appear to be 
talking right now..." 
“Thanks, Operator, I appreciate 
the assistance." 

"Joan! Say something...I know you 
are there!" 

After a few long moments of 
silence, she seemed calmer and 
had somehow collected her wits 
about her. Still, she was adamant 
on selling all of her stocks which 
she said must urgently be done 
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“Many a lie was told under this 


evenings Bomber Moon...” 
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(today) and "No credit...cash" 
was her demand to liquidate 
everything "for whatever I can 
get and it has to be done, today!" 
This was starting to get my 
attention. Maybe she knew 
something was breaking. Seeing 
that her dad had been the bank's 
VP for 40-years before he died 
last spring: it might be possible 
that one of his friends had seen 
something and had called to warn 
her to sell. 
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FATHER! I am a grown woman if I want 
to smoke, I will! Besides, the doctor say 
it is good for one's health! 
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"NO!" that makes no sense as 
everyone like everyone that I 
know was selling even their cars, 
their homes to get a bigger stake 
in this “bull” market. 
Finally, I told her that I gave up 
and even though I had no 
intention of following her 
request, I told her that I would 
try while adding "No promises if 
it has to be today!" 
"Ok...tell me why? Why this 
urgent need to get out of the 
market?" 
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Henry just told her he mortgaged the 
house to invest in the market! 
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Again, silence. 

"Joan, I know you are still on the 
line...just tell me what this is all 
about? Did one of your dad's 
friends tell you to do this? If so, 
I am going to have a word or two 
to say to him about scaring you 
so badly!" 

In a weaker but calmer voice she 
started to speak and then 
paused. A few moments later she 
said ina near whisper: "My dad 
told me last night." 
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- Henry...Must we skip town just because - 


you can't pay your client's margins back? 
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"Joan...Dear Joan...your dad has 
been gone since last spring. I am 
sure that it was just a bad dream 
or that you were missing him so 
badly..." 

The anger had returned to her 
voice as she told me that it 
wasn t a dream and he was as 
real as you and me. "He told me 
that it was critical that I get out 
of the market immediately, to 
get cash and not put it in the 
bank...that is what he told me!" 
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Honey! Sammy! That man from the bank is 
on the phone, again! He seems real angry! 
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"Not put it in the bank?" 
“That is what he told me as the 
banks were not going to be adrift 
for a while..." she added to 
address my concerns. 
“Now, I know you have gone mad. 
Not put your money in the bank, 
what are you thinking? Even if I 
could sell your stock; what are 
you going to do with all that 
money? Are you going to bury it 
in the backyard? This is plain 
crazy!" 
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Honey, just give them back 
their money’ 
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Joan calmly repeated "My dad 
told mel" 

"Joan, sweetheart, your dad is 
dead. Do you realize that anyone 
who didn't know you would say 
you have gone insane.?" 

At that point, I guess she gave 
up and hung up on me in mid- 
sentence about my need to call 
her aunt about all this. 

I looked over to my secretary, I 
smiled and said "That's one crazy 
gal... get out of the market just 
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Make it look like a bank robbery before 
the bank examiner arrives and I will 
split my windfalls 50/50. 
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as it is going to the moon?" 
Looking at my watch I said: 

“Dorothy, it has been a long day, 

let's close up and make an early 
night of it...there is always 
tomorrow." 

The next mid-morning, the news 
started to spread of what was 
looking to be a rather massive 
sell off and I started getting 

calls from other investors 
wanting to call my own margins. 

Later that day, my old school pal 
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Kids! The man from the bank 
says we need to find a new 
place to live. 
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called and said he heard a rumor 
that the market had completely 
crashed and that there was 
already a long line of people at 
the bank's doors trying to get in 
and withdraw their savings. 
“Looks like a revolution, pal...God 
save us!" he said just as his phone 
went dead. 
After a moment of silence, 
I looked over to my secretary 
and said: 
“Dorothy, I need a stiff drink!" 
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I'm doing well! My father warned 
me and I cashed out of market 
the day before the crash. 
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Isn't that Mr. Webster from the 
bank? He's got his nerve showing 
his face around here! 
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That's him! He is the banker who 
stole my house. Arrest him! 
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“This can't be right?" Mannie kept 
saying as his margins got called. 
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Willie said this 


Mother! 
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Mr. Webster quit kidding and tell 
me what you really did with my 
trust fund? 
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~ You MUST think I'm stupid? 
You say we lost all our money in 
| some stock market crash, really? | 
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OH, Please just shut up! 
All this stock market nonsense is 
giving me a headache! 
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Really? You weren't invested in 
the stock market, either? 
You say, youre single still??? 
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Mr. Webster is innocent your honor. 
He was keeping the bank's money in his 
basement as the bank was not safe. 


This is my Mother's cure, she always 
said that someday I would need to go 
out and get areal job...thanks, Mom! 


Colonel Jordan told my husband that 

the army had been put on alert for an 

attempted Communist Revolution over 
all this silly Stock Market Stuff. 
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Honey! We will get through all this just 
like everything else. Trust me! 
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Emil West 
I'm just a corporate sharecropper, the poor artist at the wrong end of the money stick! 


www.facebook.com/emil.west.5249 
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